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Celebrating the martyrs

We can be a bit wary of talk about martyrs these days. It
may bring to mind the gory polemics of Foxe’s Book of
Martyrs, and the many killed by fellow Christians in the
conflict between Protestants and Catholics. Or the modern
false martyrs of Islam and other religions, taking others to
death with them. Or just the day-to-day dismissiveness of
“don’t go making a martyr of yourself” to those seen as
doing too much for others.

But the word ‘martyr’ is actually derived from a Greek
word meaning ‘witness’. When Jesus talks about ‘you are
my witnesses’, he’s also saying ‘you are my martyrs’. So
the martyrs of the church are respected primarily for their
witness to Christ, for witnessing even when it lead them to
die – rather than our modern emphasis on the death rather
than the witness.

The church calendar for June is full of all kinds of
witnesses/martyrs, whose lives, and deaths, are an
example to us today. To take just a few:

We begin on June 1st with Justin
Martyr, beheaded at Rome in 165, and
surnamed ‘martyr’ for his witness to
Christ both in his life and writing and in
his death. Born into a pagan family in
Palestine, after his conversion he went on to teach
Christianity as a philosophy. He is remembered as the first
Chris-tian thinker to enter into dialogue with other
intellectual disciplines, other faiths and philosophies, and
for seeking to reconcile faith and reason. His witness in
dialogue is surely an example for our diverse world today.
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On the 5th we remember Boniface of
Crediton, ‘the Apostle of Germany’. Born in
Devon, he was a monk, Latin scholar, poet,
and priest. From716 he became a
missionary, working in modern Germany.
He founded monasteries to be places of
learn-ng, to continue his evangelism. Later,
as Archbishop of Mainz he worked for the
reform of the church in France until in 754,
as an old man, he was murdered by a
band of pagans. He is said to have had a deeper influence
on Europe than any other Englishman!

Heading further north, on June 9th we
remember Columba of Iona. Born in Ireland
about 521, he became a monk and founded
several monaster-ies, probably including
Kells. But he chose to leave Ireland for
Scotland, at that time a pagan country, where
he founded the monastery on Iona. As he
built up the monastery, he wanted his monks
to be instruments of mission, and Iona became the starting
point for the expansion of Christianity through-out
Scotland. That Celtic church’s austerity and affinity to
nature has been rediscovered by the church today.

Moving out of Europe, on 18th and 19th we
recall two rather more mod-ern witnesses.
First, Bernard Mizeki: born in Portuguese
East Africa in the 19th century, he went to
work in Cape Town and was converted to
Christianity. He then gave the rest of his life as
a translator and evangelist among the MaShona people, in
current Zimbabwe. He was murdered in a tribal uprising
in1896, and is revered across Central Africa as a witness
to Christ.
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Sundar Singh was born into a wealthy Sikh
family, but after having a vision he converted
to Christianity, and was baptised at Simla in
1905. To try to present the faith in a Hindu
form, he wore the robes of a traditional holy
man, and travelled around much of India. He
even visited Tibet, but went missing there, presumed
murdered, in 1929.

Going back to the early church, on 28th
we commemorate Irenaeus, Bishop of
Lyons: born in Smyrna, Turkey, around
130; studied in Rome; and became a
priest, then bishop, in Lyons. He argued
against the Gnostics, and is honoured as
the first great Catholic theologian, drawing
on the traditions of both East and West.
He was martyred around the year 200.

And lastly in June, on 29th we
remember those two greatest of the
Apostles, two of the greatest
witnesses for Christ, Peter and Paul.
Two very different men – a fisherman
and a scholar – who shaped the early
church. They may not have got on
very well in life, but they have been
remembered together from very early
days – it was believed they were both
martyred on this day in 64AD.
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin
that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the
race that is set before us. Hebrews 12:1
Fr Andrew
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We all have something to offer
There is a story told about Sir Michael Costa who was an Italianborn conductor and composer who became well known and
popular in England during the nineteenth century. It is said that
one day he was conducting a rehearsal in which the orchestra
was joined by a great chorus. About halfway through the
rehearsal, with trumpets blaring, drums rolling, and violins
singing, the piccolo player muttered to himself, "What good am
I doing? I might just as well not be playing. Nobody can hear me
anyway." So he kept the instrument to his mouth, but he made
no sound. Within moments, the conductor cried, "Stop! Stop!
Where’s the piccolo?" Michael Costa could tell that the piccolo
was not playing. Something was missing and because of that
the performance was incomplete.
I am sure there are times when we can all identify with that
piccolo player. There are times when we may feel insignificant
and useless. Whatever age we are there is the temptation to
look at other people who seem to have more talent than we
have, who are better at things than we are, who are more
confident or skilled than we are - and to think we don’t matter
or that our contribution doesn’t count. Perhaps we are
tempted sometimes just to settle back and let somebody else
do the work. We reason that what we have to offer won’t make
much difference anyway, or that because other people can do
it much better than we can, that there is no point in us joining
in.
I take heart from the story of the feeding of the five thousand.
In the middle of that story we read of Andrew, Peter’s brother
saying: ‘There is a lad here who has five barley loaves and two
small fish, but what are they among so many?’ (John 6:9).
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This is a story of someone giving what he has to the Lord and
about Jesus then using what is offered to feed a multitude of
hungry people (John 6:1-14).
What do we learn from that? Surely one thing we learn is that
each of us has something important to offer which God can
take and bless and use. Whether our talent is great or small,
the performance isn’t complete until we do our best with what
we have and until we offer our lives and our gifts to God and
ask him to use us for his glory and to serve others.
With warm greetings,
The Right Revd Peter Hancock
Bishop of Bath and Wells

ALL SAINTS COLLECTION BOX IS
BY THE NOTICEBOARD AT THE
BACK OF CHURCH
Over 90% of the food distributed by foodbanks in The Trussell
Trust network is donated by the
public – that’s why your food
donations are absolutely vital to our
ability to give everyone referred to us
a balanced and nutritious three-day
supply of non-perishable food.
Check the notices at the back of
church for any special needs that
the foodbank have!

Thank you to everyone who
supports the foodbank.
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3rd April – 26th May 2019
PEOPLE in the PEWS and POUNDS on the PLATE
Services
Wed (incl Quiet
Day),Thurs & Sat
Stations of the Cross
SUNDAY LENT IV
7th April with APCM at
St Saviours Hall
Tues, Wed, Thurs,
Rodney House and Sat
Stations of the Cross
Palm SUNDAY
14th April
Holy Monday, Tuesday
and Wednesday
Maunday Thurs & Good
Friday Stations of the
Cross and the Liturgy
Holy Saturday
Easter SUNDAY
21st April
Wed, Thurs and Sat
Divine Mercy SUNDAY
incl Baptism 28th April
Wed & Thurs
Our Lady, Queen of the
May, SUNDAY 5th May
Wed & Sat
SUNDAY Easter IV
12th May
Wed, Thurs and Sat
SUNDAY Easter V
19th May at St Saviours
Hall
Wed and Sat
SUNDAY Easter VI
26th May
Communion of sick -Home
visits
APR Standing Orders
MAY Standing Orders

TOTALS

People

Week

Collections

Envelopes

14

£40

£367

15

£78

£180

57
16

16

£49

£122

98
10

17

£52

£90

39
10

18

£112

£114

33
20

19

£52

£153

39

20

£38

£116

21

£63

£125

31

43

26

73
28
57
20

16
43
20

£1.075
£1,075

683

£ 485

£3,417
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APRIL 80 Club Draw

Prize Value
£12
1st
2nd £10
£8
3rd
£6
4th

Winner
71 Lissy Manners
26 Christine Wakenshaw
3 Fr Arthur
60 Trish Tasker

MAY 80 Club Draw

Prize Value
£12
1st
£10
2nd
£8
3rd
£6
4th

Winner
74 John Sealey
18 Lynda James
27 Phillipe Giorgetti
48 Angela Parkinson

80 CLUB
The draw takes place once a month and it costs £1 per number
per month. Over 50% of the receipts have to be paid as prizes to
ensure we do not break the law. It contributes to church funds
and provides a bit of fun once a month. If you would like a
number or extra numbers please see Jan or Terry.
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SATURDAY 8 jUNE
TH

@ St saviours hall, locking rd

BS23 3EN
10.30AM TO 12.30PM
ADMISSION 20P ON THE DOOR
CLOTHING, SHOES, handBAGS
BRIC A BRAC, BOOKS,
collectAbles, JEWELLERY,
REFRESHMENTS, BACON
BUTTIES and more…
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Saturday 15th June
Midday
'A Handful of Songs'

A pot-pourri of songs from the peaceful and
profound to the uplifting and entertaining.
From Howard Goodall and John Rutter to an Abba
medley, which gained high honours at the recent
Weston Festival.
Featuring Vocalise and Ann Clewlow,
the Octettes, Simply Six and the
Treblemakers.
Don't miss this wonderful concert!

Entrance on the door

£10

to include a free glass of wine and a
delicious light lunch.
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WHATS ON AT ALL SAINTS
Saturday 29th June 7.30pm

Father & Son
Costanzi Consort accompanied by Cappella Fede
strings, Robert Court chamber organ
Leopold Mozart 300th Anniversary.
Adults £12, students £5, U-16’s FREE

Strawberry Tea Saturday 6th July 2.30pm at
All Saints Hall £5 Tickets on sale 16th June

Sunday 7th July 6pm Andrea Monk and pupils
summer piano concert
Saturday 13th July midday lunchtime concert
Gordon Pullin
Friday 19th July 8.30pm Worle Chorale concert

Saturday 27th July midday lunchtime organ
recital Andrew Kirk

Sunday 18th August midday bring and share
lunch at St Saviour’s hall after mass

On Wednesday 28th August at 7.30pm we
welcome our Friends from Germany
Kammerphilharmonie
Thursday 19th Sept to Saturday 21st
September Heritage Open Days when we open
the church for visitors, offer refreshments
and give tours of the building. Church History
books and cards available.
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SUNDAY SERVICEs @ St Saviour’s Hall
2019 10.30am
The following Sunday’s
have been agreed once a
month Service at St
Saviour’s Hall.
They are slightly shorter than the normal parish
mass held at All Saints on a Sunday, approx. 60
minutes.
Refreshments are served after the service, all are
welcome.

16TH JUNE
21ST JULY
18TH AUGUST – bring & share lunch
15TH SEPTEMBER

everyone welcome
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MIDWEEK SERVICES at ST
Saviour’S HaLL
a service FROM 5TH JUNE
EVERY WEDNESDAY @10am.
Coffee mornings are once a
month
in support of parkinson’S uk
Weston-super-mare branch
@10.30am

19 June
24 July
21 august
18 September
th

th

st

th
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Pope Francis – A ‘work in progress’
Philip Pughe-Morgan
I have been reading a biography of the Pope,
entitled ‘Pope Francis – Untying the Knots,’ by Paul
Vallely. Paul Vallely is a national journalist and
writer, and is currently Visiting Professor in Public
Ethics and Media at the University of Chester. He
has previously held a number of other
appointments, including as adviser to the Catholic Bishops of
England and Wales.
Among the many publications on the new Pope, this particular
book has grabbed my attention for the deep way it explores
what makes Francis tick, and how this has changed and
modified over the years. It holds a number of good lessons for
us all, which is why I thought it would be helpful to include a
number of extracts from it. The particular chapter which has
caught my eye is one exploring what it is that brought about
major changes in the life and way of thinking and acting of
Jorge Mario Bergoglio, during the middle period of his life when
he was bishop, then archbishop, in Buenos Aires in Argentina.
There are books on
Liberation Theology
for sale in the foyer
of the Colegio
Máximo in Buenos
Aires today. To the
side of the grand entrance, with its stone arches, marble floor
with diamond squares and heavy smell of polish on the dark
mahogany, is a glass-fronted case containing titles like ‘Labour
and Capital and Democracy,’ ‘Human Rights and the Political
Order’ and ‘The Theology of Liberation and the Social Doctrine
of the Catholic Church.’ They would not have been allowed
there when Jorge Mario Bergoglio was Provincial Superior of
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the Jesuits or Rector of the college. But if the Colegio Máximo
has changed, so has the authoritarian conservative who has
been transformed from the scourge of Liberation Theology to a
Pope for the Poor. What brought about such a metamorphosis?
What changed Bergoglio? External
events played their part. So did
regular contact with the poorest of
the poor in the slums of Buenos
Aires. So did a growing
understanding of the theology of
liberation which he found too
disturbing as a young man. Ironically,
forty years on, he found he had
arrived at a similar understanding of
social justice to that of the two Jesuit priests he had cut off
because of their work in the slums in 1976, leaving them
exposed to the violent predations of a military torture squad.
But most of all, what really changed Jorge Mario Bergoglio was
something which happened deep within his soul.
History has been a major factor in the transmutation of
Bergoglio, for the world has changed significantly around him.
His opposition to Liberation Theology was very much rooted in
the mindset of the Cold War and the fear that atheistic Sovietstyle communism would supplant both capitalism and
Catholicism in Latin America, with Cuba as its toehold. But then
the Berlin Wall came down. The Soviet Union and its empire
collapsed. A new international realpolitik was ushered in. It was
not quite ‘the End of History’ predicted by the American
academic Francis Fukuyama, but the globalisation of the
world’s economy prompted Bergoglio to think differently about
extreme poverty.
To recognise the exploitation of the poor, or their wilful
marginalisation, was no longer to risk being seen to side with
the forces of an anti-religious Marxism. Rather it began to
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sound like a form of solidarity which was part of bringing the
good news to the poor. Similarly, the end of the military
dictatorship in Argentina, the steady awful revelation of the
details of its brutality, and the extent of the collusion of
prominent figures in the Argentinean Church created the
emotional and intellectual space in which Bergoglio could reevaluate all that – and examine his conscience over his own
role in it. Even those with no sins of commission were forced to
face up to sins of omission in the decades since democracy
returned. And the final contextual factor was that as a bishop,
and particularly as an archbishop, Bergoglio – who had been
very much rooted in Argentina for most of his life – travelled
more and had more contact with international figures which
brought home to him how out of step the Church had been in
Argentina by comparison with the prophetic witness it had
offered against military dictatorships elsewhere in Latin
America.
A key part of Bergoglio’s growth has been in the development
of an understanding that what the poor need is not charity but
justice – an insight at which the Jesuit priests had arrived two
decades earlier. The quality of Bergoglio’s commitment to help
alleviate the consequences of poverty was never in doubt from
the outset; his establishment of soup kitchens in the 1970s,
even as he was expunging Liberation Theology from the Jesuit
province, was testimony to that. But in the early days his
concern for the poor never went beyond the impulse of gospelinspired philanthropy. Some of that impulse survived into his
years as a bishop and archbishop. If only the rich would behave
with more decency then things would be much better for the
poor.
Thus in Argentina’s massive economic crisis in 2001, which
plunged half the population into poverty, he castigated the rich
for ‘rapacity’ in attempting to maintain their privileged position
as the rest of the nation descended into an economic
maelstrom. A year later in a sermon he chastised golden17

mouthed politicians who were making unrealistic promises to
voters to fix the nation’s economy. ‘Go and fix yourself’, he told
them ‘Have a change of heart. Get to confession, before you
need it even more!’ The Wall Street Journal, not unreasonably,
concluded of Bergoglio that ‘his Christianity is less political than
personal’.
But in 2001 an economic crisis forced Argentina to tell the
world that it would refuse to pay the $94bn it owed to foreign
banks and investors. What happened next sowed seeds in
Bergoglio’s mind which would change the personal into the
political. The economy spiralled uncontrollably and life became
incredibly tough for ordinary Argentineans. In the years that
followed, the International Monetary Fund did its job as the
guardian of world financial stability, but the austerity its
medicine imposed fell cruelly upon the poorest people in the
land.
Bergoglio began to be highly critical of the economic
formularies of neo-liberalism; he was particularly critical of how
it creates speculative financial markets which damage the real
economy. He attacked the way that the cost of the debtrestructuring process was the
cutting of services on which the
poor depended. He began to
make use of the insights of
Liberation Theology with regard
to economic structures which
were so corrupt that they constituted structures of oppression
which were themselves sinful. He attacked ‘unbridled
capitalism [which] fragments economic and social life’. What
was needed instead, he said, was a solidarity which brought
people together. The ‘unjust distribution of goods’ creates ‘a
situation of social sin that cries out to Heaven and limits the
possibilities of a fuller life for so many of our brothers’, he
lamented. ‘Unjust economic structures’ were violations of
human rights. Ever-rising national debt on the back of
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restructuring of the original 2001 debt default was ‘immoral,
unjust and illegitimate’. Homelessness he described as
‘structural slavery’.
Bergoglio’s thinking was more sophisticated on Liberation
Theology than many credit. From the outset he was
vehemently opposed to the Marxist analysis and the talk of
class war adopted by some theologians. Yet he embraced the
notion of the preferential option for the poor – though he
viewed it from a distinctly Argentine
perspective. The key thinker in this different
approach was Fr Juan Carlos Scannone, a
Jesuit who was a theologian at Colegio
Máximo when Bergoglio was Provincial and
Rector there. Scannone’s work emphasised
all the qualities of folk religion – the rosaries,
processions and novenas – which Bergoglio
so valued from his upbringing. For Scannone, local culture was
an essential part of what he called the Theology of the Poor.
Scannone saw the folk religion which Bergoglio so valued as
playing a key role in his theology. He too believed that it was
best preserved ‘by the poor and simple people’. So the core
tension came not from class war so much as culture war.
‘Getting involved in politics is a Christian duty’, Pope Francis
told an audience of young students in June 2013 in Rome. ‘We
Christians cannot be like Pilate and wash our hands clean of
things. We need to get involved in politics because it’s one of
the highest expressions of charity. It takes the common into
consideration. Lay Christians must work in politics. That’s no
easy task you might say. But it isn’t an easy task becoming a
priest either! Politics is dirty but the reason it has become dirty
is that Christians didn’t get deeply enough involved in the
evangelical spirit. It’s easy to find excuses for this … but what
do I do? Working for the common good is a Christian duty.’
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In Bergoglio is to be found a figure who bridges one of the great
divides in Catholicism, said the 2012 Nobel Peace Prize
nominee and Argentinean social activist Juan Carr. The faith is
split, he said, between ‘a Church completely focused on the
spiritual side’ and ‘a Church that’s completely committed to the
social issues but without addressing the devotional needs of
the people. Bergoglio is a rare figure who transcends that
divide.’ What shines through all this change is that Bergoglio is
a pragmatist rather than an ideologue.
In his more conservative younger years he adopted pre-Vatican
II styles of worship, discipline and theology because he thought
they worked better, said his 1975 student Humberto Miguel
Yáñez. But as a bishop and archbishop he embraced many of
the central doctrines of Liberation Theology – especially those
relating to poverty, inequality and economic justice – because
they now fitted his changed priorities. His contact with the
popular piety of ordinary people had knocked out of him any
tendencies towards the Tridentine which may have seemed
attractive when he was Jesuit Provincial in the 1970s and
hankered after those pre-conciliar liturgical and academic
styles. In his later years he saw clearly that worship in the
vernacular, with guitars, clapping and in the liturgical reforms
of Vatican II, appealed more directly to the plain people who
became his priority in his later years. Anyone who doubts that
should watch the videos of his interactive, almost pantomimic
porteño style of preaching in his Masses in the slums or
scrutinise the homeliness of his papal homiletics.
In his years in Buenos Aires Bergoglio was anxious to put that
into practice. ‘He was also concerned with getting the laity
active,’ as his aide Federico Wals has said, ‘and letting them
take charge.’ This was in line with the classic Liberation
Theology vision of all the Latin American bishops assembled at
Puebla in 1979 that the poor should be agents and not merely
recipients. Bergoglio wanted it to become a permanent feature
of the Church that it should not depend on whoever happened
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to be in charge at any given time for the Church to act out its
mission in a way in which all had a part to play.
When the new auxiliary bishop of Buenos Aires arrived back in
the city after his exile in Córdoba in 1992, he came having made
a key decision. It was that he would begin as a bishop in an
entirely different way to how he had acted as the leader of the
Argentine Jesuits. Bergoglio had lost none of his steely sense of
purpose. But his style was consultative, delegatory and
participative. And his manner was distinctly different. From the
outset humility was his watchword. Humility is a muchmisunderstood quality in the contemporary world, where it is a
quality in short supply. It is not, as is often assumed, some kind
of synonym for shyness, reticence, bashfulness or lack of
ambition; humility is not a character trait with which some are
born, rather it is the orphaned virtue which our age has publicly
forgotten how to embrace.
By changing his style of spiritual leadership so radically,
Bergoglio was saying to the world that he had made a change
of heart and a change of behaviour was its fruit. Just before he
left for Rome and the conclave in 2013, he penned what turned
out to be his last Lenten message to the people of Buenos
Aires. Morality, he said, is not a ‘never falling down’ but an
‘always getting up again’. And that is a response to God’s
mercy. Mercy has been the greatest of his themes as Pope. It
was the subject of his homily on the first Sunday after his
election as Pope. ‘Mercy is the Lord’s most powerful message’,
he told the congregation in the little Church of Saint Anna
located within the Vatican. ‘It is not easy to trust oneself to the
mercy of God, because [God’s mercy] is an unfathomable abyss
– but we must do it.’
From Jesus, he said, we will ‘not hear words of contempt, we
do not hear words of condemnation, but only words of love, of
mercy, that invite us to conversion. “Neither do I condemn you.
Go and sin no more!”… The problem is that we get tired of
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asking forgiveness. Let us never get tired. He is the loving
Father who always forgives, who has that heart of mercy for all
of us.’ Bergoglio has changed, is the message, but changes will
continue for Francis too. The man who is now Pope remains, he
is telling us, a work in progress.
So, what do we make of all this? Well, the political and socioeconomic context of Argentina are very different in their outworking from the situation in this country. The role and status
of the Argentinian Catholic Church is also very different from
the position the Anglican Church enjoys in these isles. However,
some of the features of Francis’ life are very similar to those we
all have to go through in our daily pursuit of what we believe
our God calls us to.
In particular, while we are considering our response to the
Coventry Eight Essential Qualities programme, it’s worth
thinking through just how our parish could and should relate to
our local community in Weston. The pains that Argentina went
through during the economic crisis of 2001 are not the same
here, but the challenges are very similar. How is the Church
best placed to serve the people and show them God’s love?
How can we ensure that our desire to fulfil His two Great
Commandments, to love Him with all our being, and to love our
fellow humans as ourselves, is met? And, in turn, how can we
motivate the hearts of our fellow humans to turn to the Lord as
the fount of all wisdom, knowledge and love, in seeking to
make this world a better place?
Questions, questions, questions. And we may not have many of
the answers, but at least we can wake up our minds and ensure
that our Church does not slip into a long torpor of complacency
and resignation before the multiple problems the world is
throwing at us.
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Our Walsingham
Pilgrimage is already
booking for 2019.
Sunday 8th September
to Friday 13th
September. Leaving after
our Parish Mass on the
Sunday. See Fr Andrew
or Janice to reserve a
place. A £10.00 deposit is required.
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North Norfolk is a popular holiday destination. Its beautiful
coastline is appreciated by families enjoying a seaside break,
yachtsmen, bird-watchers and walkers. Many of those
visiting the area are drawn to Walsingham, having heard of
'Our Lady of Walsingham'. The following information will
hopefully help the first-time visitor to get the most out of a
visit to this historic village. The first point of confusion for
the visitor is that most road-maps list the village
as Little Walsingham in their gazetteers. However, the
village is usually known locally simply as Walsingham.
Many visitors staying at Wells-next-the-Sea enjoy a trip on
the miniature railway that runs between Wells and Walsingham.
Follow the signs from the railway station to the centre of the
village – known as The Common Place.
Local tourist information is available at the Shirehall Museum in
the Common Place, opposite the medieval Pump House. A good
range of guides to the village – and further afield in north
Norfolk – can be obtained here. The Shirehall is also the entry
point to Walsingham Abbey Grounds. A reasonably short
circular walk will enable one to cover most of the village. You
will find plenty of places for a break and some refreshments –
inns and tea-shops.

World Heritage Site?
No it’s not – a world heritage site, that is. But Walsingham is
one of the most extraordinary villages in the British Isles. From
the 12th century, when organised pilgrimage began to the “Holy
House”, until 1538 the village of Little Walsingham saw huge
amounts of building activity including an Augustinian Priory
and a Franciscan Friary and dozens of cottages; all this in
response to the thousands of pilgrims (including every monarch
from Henry III (c.1226) to Henry VIII (1511)) who flocked to
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the Shrine. In 1252 a charter had been granted to hold a weekly
market and an annual fair.

Destruction
The destruction of the religious houses and the burning of the
image of Our Lady of Walsingham on Henry VIII’s orders
should have led to the collapse of the village. But Walsingham,
still the largest town in north Norfolk, continued to prosper principally through the cultivation of crocuses for the spice,
saffron. Many of the old Priory buildings were adapted and put
to new use and incorporated in the 18th century building “The
Abbey”, a large house set in a small park. The monks’ adjoining
lands became the ‘Estate’. A ‘new’ Georgian Shirehall (formerly
a priory hostelry) was created and from 1773 both Quarter (until
1861) and Petty Sessions later Magistrates (until 1971) were
held in the village. Many timber-framed cottages were given
brick Georgian facades. A fine Methodist chapel was built. The
Elizabethan ‘House of Correction’ was replaced in 1787 by a
John Howard ‘model’ prison for eight prisoners; five tread
wheels were added in 1823. The prison eventually closed in
1861.
Walsingham’s real decline came in the late 19th/early 20th
century. Although the railway came to the village, Fakenham
(five miles south) was better situated and grew steadily.
Photographs of the village at this time show a tumbledown
place; early motor-cars stand incongruously in front of buildings
with no roofs. The ruins of the Friary were the first thing
travellers saw (and still are) as they approached the village and it
didn’t get much better once in the centre. This was the
Walsingham to which The Rev'd Hope Patten came in 1921
(yes, Hope really was his Christian name!) Whether through
lack of money or a genuine sense of conservation virtually all
the work of re-creating the Anglican Shrine (apart from the
Shrine Church) involved renovating and restoring older
dilapidated buildings. The College area is one of the most
extraordinary and sensitive pieces of restoration work,
considering it was done in the 1930’s. However, the rebuilding
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of the north end of the main hospice building in the 1950’s
failed to achieve the early sense of restoration and integration. A
large brutal block of alien red brick - even though the archway
attempts to pay homage to the medieval priory gateway in the
High Street - it looked like the entrance to a Victorian prison.
Fortunately in 2007/8 this range was rebuilt in a more sensitive
style and an extra storey added to the gateway, giving it a more
imposing presence.
Today’s visitor to Walsingham walks round a flourishing village
– though there is still a healthy degree of tumbledown.
Restoration and conservation goes on apace. For a village of its
size, Walsingham supports an amazing number of shops –
mainly tourist/pilgrim shops, but also a mini-supermarket, a
large antique shop in the old mill, assorted charity, craft and
teashops plus a secondhand book shop serving teas and coffee.
An old farmyard (owned by the Walsingham Estate) in the north
part of the Shrine island site has been converted into a range of
shops designed to accommodate a variety of specialist outlets - a
Farm Shop (specialist butchery, smoked meats & fish,
greengrocery, cheese, wines and beers, and a shop kitchen
which makes pies, patés, soups etc. every day), hairdresser and
an antiques emporium. Close by is the Shrine's own Café-Bar Norton's - which opens to all daily from 9.00 am serving
breakfast and then serves snacks, hot meals and all the usual
beverages. Norton's is licensed and closes at 11.00 pm during
the pilgrimage season (4.30 pm during the winter). The
following list of points of interest may be helpful.
▪
▪
▪
▪

The Anglican Shrine Church, hospice and gardens
Walsingham Abbey grounds
The remains of the Franciscan Friary
The Georgian Court House and the 'Model' Prison with its
treadmills
▪ The High Street and The Friday Market – historic shops
and buildings
▪ The Common Place
▪ St Mary’s Church and the 'sunken' road
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▪ The Georgian Methodist Chapel
▪ The newly-built Roman Catholic Church of Annunciation in
the Friday Market
▪ The Russian Orthodox Church (sited in the old railway
station)
▪ The old inns – The Bull (Common Place) and The Black
Lion (Friday Market)
▪ The Walsingham Farms Shop on Guild Street (behind the
Shrine refectory)
▪ St Peter’s Church, Great Walsingham (a pleasant ¾ mile
walk to the NE of Little Walsingham)
▪ Great Walsingham Barns - picture framers and gallery,
fabrics, antiques, carpets, gift-shop and tea-room
▪ The Roman Catholic Shrine (the Slipper Chapel) is sited
one mile south of Little Walsingham at the village of
Houghton St Giles
Excellent guided tours of the village can be pre-arranged by
contacting Scilla Landale on scilla.landale@afiweb.netor 07747
693235. Further information about this and other village sites
can be obtained from the village
website www.walsinghamvillage.org
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The Magic Bank Account
Imagine that you had won the following *PRIZE* in a
contest:
Each morning your bank would deposit £86,400 in
your private account for your use.
However, this prize has rules… The rules are:
➢ Everything that you didn’t spend during each day
would be taken away from you.
➢ You may not simply transfer money into some other
account.
➢ You may only spend it.
➢ Each morning upon awakening, the bank opens your
account with another $86,400 for that day.
➢ The bank can end the game without warning; at any
time it can say, “Game Over!”. It can close the
account and you will not receive a new one.
What would you personally do?
Odds are, you would buy anything and everything you
wanted, right? Not only for yourself, but for all the people
you love and care for. Even for people you don’t know,
because you couldn’t possibly spend it all on yourself,
right?
You would try to spend every penny, and use it all,
because you knew it would be replenished in the
morning… am I right?
ACTUALLY, This GAME is REAL …
Shocked??? YES!
Each of us is already a winner of this *PRIZE*. We just
can’t seem to see it…
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† Why not? Because the PRIZE is called TIME.
† Each morning we awaken to receive 86,400
seconds as a gift of life.
† And when we go to sleep at night, any remaining
time is Not credited to us.
† What we haven’t used up that day is forever lost.
† Yesterday is forever gone.
† Each morning the account is refilled, but the bank
can dissolve your account at any time WITHOUT
WARNING…
SO, what will YOU do with your 86,400 seconds?
Those seconds are worth so much more than the same
amount in dollars. Think about it and remember to enjoy
every second of your life, because time races by so much
quicker than you think.
So take care of yourself, be happy, love deeply and enjoy
life!
Always remember this: you have the magic bank account.
Start “spending” wisely and forever be grateful for what
you have…
<><><><><><><><><><><><><>

Do you know the legend of the
Cherokee Indian Youth’s Rite
of Passage?
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His father takes him into the forest, blindfolds him and leaves him
alone. He is required to sit on
a stump the whole night and not remove the blindfold until the rays
of the
morning sun shine through it. He cannot cry out for help to anyone.
Once he survives the night, he is a MAN.
He cannot tell the other boys of this experience, because each lad
must come into manhood on his own.
The boy is naturally terrified. He can hear all kinds of noises. Wild
beasts must surely be all around him. Maybe even some human
might do him harm. The wind blew the grass and earth, and shook
his stump, but he sat stoically, never removing the blindfold. It
would be the only way he could become a man!
Finally, after a horrific night the sun appeared and he removed his
blindfold.
It was then that he discovered his father sitting on the stump next
to him.
He had been at watch
the entire night, protecting
his son from harm.
We, too, are never
alone.

Even when we don’t know it, God is watching over us, Sitting
on the stump beside us.
When trouble comes, all we have to do is reach out to Him.
Moral of the story:
Just because you can’t see God,
Doesn’t mean He is not there.
“For we walk by faith, not by sight.”
2 Corinthians 5:7
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><>
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HISTORY OF FLOWER MEANINGS
The symbolic language of flowers has been recognized for
centuries in many
countries throughout
Europe and Asia.
Mythologies, folklore,
sonnets, and plays of the
ancient Greeks, Romans,
Egyptians, and Chinese
are peppered with flower
and plant symbolism—and for good reason. Nearly every
sentiment imaginable can be expressed with flowers.
The orange blossom, for instance, means chastity, purity,
and loveliness, while the red chrysanthemum means “I
love you.”
Learning the special symbolism of flowers became a
popular pastime during the 1800s. Nearly all Victorian
homes had, alongside the Bible, guidebooks for
deciphering the “language,” although definitions shifted
depending on the source. Religious, literary, folkloric, and
botanical publications were all used to inform meanings.
Examples of plants and their associated human qualities
during the Victorian era include bluebells and
kindness, peonies and bashfulness, rosemary and
remembrance, and tulips and passion.
Flowers provided an incredibly nuanced form of
communication. Some plants, including roses, poppies,
and lilies, could express a wide range of emotions based on
their colour.
Take, for instance, all of the different meanings attributed
to variously coloured carnations: Pink meant “I’ll never
forget you”; red said “my heart aches for you”; purple
conveyed capriciousness; white was for the “the sweet and
lovely”; and yellow expressed romantic rejection.
Likewise, a white violet meant “innocence,” while a purple
violet said that the bouquet giver’s “thoughts were
occupied with love.” A red rose was used to openly express
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feelings of love, while a red tulip was a confession of love.
The calla lily was interpreted to mean “magnificent
beauty,” and a clover said “think of me.”
In a sort of silent dialogue, flowers could be used to
answer “yes” or “no” questions, too. A “yes” answer came
in the form of flowers handed over with the right hand; if
the left hand was used, the answer was “no.”
Plants could also express aversive feelings, such as the
“conceit” of pomegranate or the “bitterness” of aloe.
Similarly, if given a rose declaring “devotion” or an apple
blossom showing “preference,” one might return to the
suitor a yellow carnation to express “disdain.”
How flowers were presented and in what condition were
important. If the flowers were given upside down, then the
idea being conveyed was the opposite of what was
traditionally meant. How the ribbon was tied said
something, too: Tied to the left, the flowers’ symbolism
applied to the giver, whereas tied to the right, the
sentiment was in reference to the recipient. And, of course,
a wilted bouquet delivered an obvious message!
The meanings and traditions associated with flowers have
certainly changed over time, and different cultures assign
varying ideas to the same species, but the fascination with
“perfumed words” persists just the same.
ROSE MEANINGS
Red roses symbolize love and desire, but roses come in a
variety of colors and each has their own meaning. For
example, the white rose’s meaning is purity and innocence.
o White rose: purity, innocence, reverence, a new
beginning, a fresh start.
o Red rose: love, I love you
o Deep, dark crimson rose: mourning
o Pink rose: grace, happiness, gentleness
o Yellow rose: joy, friendship, the promise of a
new beginning
o Orange rose: desire and enthusiasm
o Lavender rose: love at first sight
o Coral rose: friendship, modesty, sympathy
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SPECIAL MEANING OF WEDDING FLOWERS:
FLOWERS OF LOVE
Flowers have always been a big feature at weddings, too.
As an example, look to the royal flower bouquet in the
wedding of Prince William, Duke of Cambridge, to Kate
Middleton (now Catherine, Duchess of Cambridge). Her
flowers had very special meaning.
The groom, too, wears a flower that appears in the bridal
bouquet in his button-hole. This stems from the Medieval
tradition of wearing his Lady’s colours, as a declaration of
his love.
One fun idea is to have a garden gathering and have each
person bring a flower that has meaning to them. Or, paint
tiles on a kitchen island with a flower that represents each
of your loved ones.
There is a language, little known,
Lovers claim it as their own.
Its symbols smile upon the land,
Wrought by nature’s wondrous hand;
And in their silent beauty speak,
Of life and joy, to those who seek
For Love Divine and sunny hours
In the language of the flowers.

–The Language of Flowers, London, 1875
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John West (Contractors) Limited is a family run building business,
established in 1960, and based in Weston-super-Mare.
We undertake all aspects of building work together with plumbing,
heating and electrical works.
Our offices are located within a 6000 sq ft industrial unit close to and
within easy reach of the M5, and include a well-stocked internal store
complete with full-time store manager.
We employ over 40 local people covering all trades & office
administration and have a fleet of over 30 vans.
As well as general building, plumbing, heating and electrical we provide
each of the following trades ‘in house’: Bricklaying, carpentry,
decorating, plastering, rendering and roofing.
We provide a comprehensive property maintenance and repair service for
a wide range of commercial organisations together with both domestic
and private clients.
We have all the necessary accreditation’s, approvals and memberships
including Federation of Master Builders (FMB), Gas Safe, NIC EIC,
ECB, Exor and Constructionline.
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The four most beautiful words in our common language: I told you so.
Gore Vidal
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A True Story of Campanology
A drunk man who fell asleep and got
trapped inside a church rang out SOS in Morse code with
the bell. When the man awoke in St Faith's Church in
Havant, near Portsmouth, he found the doors locked.
Reportedly worried about ghosts, he started ringing out
the Morse code for SOS on the church bell, reports
Portsmouth Today.
As dusk began to fall, he was still ringing for his life but
eventually a local resident realised something was wrong.
He alerted two Police Community Support Officers who, in
turn, contacted church verger Vicki Mockford who came to
the rescue. She said, 'I was called by police saying
someone was using the bell as a sign they were trapped.
When we found him inside he told us he went into the
church to have a sit down but fell asleep. He told the
police he had been drinking which may have made him a
bit dozy. He looked quite embarrassed about the whole
incident when we found him. Maybe after this he might
consider taking up bell ringing as a hobby.'
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Getting Out of A Speeding Ticket
A man in his 40's bought a new BMW and was out on the open
road for a nice evening drive. The top was down, the breeze was
blowing through what was left of his hair and he decided to open
her up. As the needle jumped up to 80 mph, he suddenly saw
flashing red and blue lights behind him. "There's no way they can
catch a BMW," he thought to himself and opened her up further.
The needle hit 90, 100.... Then the reality of the situation hit him.
"What the heck am I doing?" he thought and pulled over. The cop
came up to him, took his licence without a word and examined it
and the car.
"It's been a long day, this is the end of my shift and it's Friday the
13th. I don't feel like more paperwork, so if you can give me an
excuse for your driving that I haven't heard before, you can go."
The guy thinks for a second and says, "Last week my wife ran off
with a cop. I was afraid you were trying to give her back." "Have a
nice weekend," said the officer.
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ALL YEAR WE ARE
COLLECTING ITEMS FOR
SALE AT OUR 3 EVENTS
Summer Table Top Sale
on Saturday 8th June
Autumn Bazaar
on Saturday 5th October
Winter St Nicholas Fayre
on Saturday 7th December
Please bring any non perishable items,
Handbags, Clothes, Footwear, Bric a
Brac, Unwanted Gifts, Ornaments,
Picture Frames, Paintings, Decanters,
Watches, Clocks, Mirrors, Kitchenalia,
CD’s DVD’s, Gold, Silver, Jewellery etc.
They can be placed at the back of
church, if you have large or heavy items
that require assistance in bringing to
church please contact
Terry Edwards (Tel: 01934 522026)
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The Parish of All Saints and St Saviour
Weston-super-Mare CONTACTS
Visit our website: www.allsaintswsm.org
Parish Office
St Saviour’s Hall, Locking Road, BS23 3EN. Tel: 01934 415379
E-mail : allsaintsandstsaviour@btconnect.com
Open 10am-12noon Wednesday to Friday Enquiries for baptisms, banns,
weddings, funerals, and the booking of both halls to the Parish Office
Churchwardens
Diane Guy 01934 249180
Owen James 01934 522956 owely@live.co.uk
Deputy Church Warden
Philip Pughe-Morgan 01934 835140 email: philippm@sky.com
PCC Treasurer, Secretary and Vice chairman
Terry Edwards 01934 522026 e-mail: terrycedwards@gmail.com
Sacristan
Janice Rice email: jmr1602@hotmail.com
Director of Music
Gordon Pullin e-mail: newtreakles@gmail.com
Webmaster
Steven Edwards e-mail: stevecoolguy@gmail.com
PCC Members and sub-committees of the PCC
The PCC consists of the Priest-in-Charge, Associate Priest, Churchwardens,
Deanery Synod Representatives, Joan R Beer & Ray Armstrong, Jude Forth
(Safeguarding Officer), Philip Pughe-Morgan (Deputy Churchwarden), Terry
Edwards (Treasurer and Secretary), Janice Rice (Sacristan)
and Alan Yeates (Buildings Officer)
Standing Committee
Fr. Andrew Hughes, Fr. Stuart Boyd, Terry Edwards
Janice Rice, Jude Forth, Diane Guy & Owen James
Concert Committee
Jude Forth (Chair), Roger Ellery, Barbara Ellery, Janice Rice and the
Standing Committee
Fundraising Committee
Sandy Flood, Joan M Beer, Joan R Beer and the Standing Committee
Mission Group
Fr. Andrew Hughes, Fr. Stuart Boyd, Ray Armstrong, Terry Edwards, Owen
James, Diane Guy, Jude Forth, Philip Pughe-Morgan
The articles in this magazine are the responsibility of the
contributors and do not necessarily reflect the views of
the Clergy, Churchwardens or Parochial Church Council.
Editor: Terry Edwards

Printed by St Saviour Press
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