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All Saints Church BS23 2NL: Junction All Saintsô, Queenôs & St Josephôs Roads:   

Sunday Services  
9.00am: Mass (said)    

10.30am: Parish Mass (choral) 
 

Weekday Ser vices  
10.00am: Wednesday Mass 
 10.00am: Thursday Mass 

 
10.00am: EVERY Saturday: Mass 

1st Saturday: Requiem Mass 
2nd Saturday: Walsingham Mass 

3rd Saturday: Healing Mass 
    4th Saturday: CBS Mass 

5th Saturday: Mass  
 

 All Saintsô with St Saviour is affiliated to The Society under the patronage of 
Saint Wilfred and Saint Hilda, also Forward in Faith and is under the extended 

Episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet.   
 

             
                All are welcome 
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 Father Andrew Hughes 01934 204217              

fatherandrew@sky.com 

 

Associate Priest 
Father Stuart Boyd 01934 627897 

sboyd2015@hotmail.com 

 

Hon Assistant Clergy 

Father David Parkinson 01934 708125 
dtparkinson@talktalk.net 

 

Father Arthur Payne 01934 615522 
aepayne630@btinternet.com 
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óWord of the Father, now in flesh appearing.ô 
 

The Advent and Christmas season are the darkest time of 

the year. With the clocks having been turned back, the 
hours of daylight are reduced and we look with anticipation 
to the shortest day and, with it, the evenings becoming 
lighter. It is not surprising, therefore, that this should be a 
time when we want or need to add light to our lives. 
 

A dvent and Christmas are about the Light of Christ 

coming into our lives, coming to each one of us, and to the 
world. Not only should we welcome and rejoice in this 
light, we should share it with others. This is a time when 
we celebrate the fact that, as we read in Isaiah 9:2, óthe 
people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness ï on them the 
light has shined.ô 
 

On Advent Sunday, we light the first of the candles in our 

Advent ring, lighting further candles on each of the 
subsequent Sundays of Advent until, on Christmas Day, 
we light a fifth candle for Jesus, the Light come into the 
world. 
 

At All Saintsô it is at our Midnight Mass and on Christmas 

morning that we sing the final verse of the Christmas Carol  
óO come, all ye faithfulô ending with the words, óWord of the 
Father, now in flesh appearingô; linked to the prologue of 
the gospel of John: óAnd the Word was made flesh and 
dwelt among us. And we behold his glory, the glory as of 
the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truthô 
(John 1:14). Here we have God expressing himself by 
referring to human life, so that we can understand the 
language; similarly, as we read in the Gospels, Christ uses 
the language of a human life to explain the very nature 
and person of God. 
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W e find Jesus in ongoing conversations with his disciples 

and through his communications with his Father in 
heaven. Jesus is also found amongst the people where he 
teaches and explains things in a way that they can 
understand relating to them as he listens with humility and 
acts with compassion, leading with authority, and 
responding to needs with practical involvement. What this 
carol is saying is that God does not stop being God in 
order to take on our human frame. The truth is that Jesus 
shares Godôs nature at the same time as taking on our 
human nature. He is in other words, óGod from God and 
Light from Light.ô 
 

W e may well struggle, as the disciples did, and as 

theologians have over the years, at the meaning of this but 
perhaps we like them are attempting to make it far more 
complicated than it is. Rather we need to listen to the 
words of Christ himself who reminds that óI am in the 
Father and the Father is in me é.. It is the Father, living in 
me, who is doing his work.ô When you think about it, if 
being human and divine at once happened regularly, there 
would be nothing significant about it happening uniquely in 
the case of Jesus. 
 

A nd so in the darkness of December and January, as we 

share once again in the Christmas story, we can come to 
the Crib, and simply gaze at the baby who is Christ, the 
Lord. That is why, of course, sprinkled between the verses 
of our well-known carol, is the chorus of faith and trusting 
worship: óO come, let us adore him.ô 
 

W ith every blessing for a peaceful and blessed Advent 

and Christmas. 
 
Father Andrew 
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So it has been decided.  

There is to be a General Election on 12 December and much has 

been made of the fact that this is the first December election 

since 1923. Things could be worse however, as the 1885 

General Election took place over three weeks from 24 

November to 18 December 1885. It was nonetheless an 

important milestone in social history, as it extended voting 

rights so that for the first time a majority of adult males could 

vote and most constituencies returned only a single member to 

Parliament. These were quite radical developments and at that 

election large numbers of men voted for the first time. It saw the 

Liberals, led by Gladstone win the most seats, but not an overall 

majority, with the Irish Nationalists holding the balance of 

power and the Unionist MPs having a significant voice. The 

1885 election also saw the first socialist party, the Social 

Democratic Freedom participate.  

So significant was this election that my predecessor, Bishop 

Arthur Hervey, wrote an open letter on 2 October 1885 

suggesting that óall Christian subjects of the Queen had a duty of 

special prayer to Almighty God that He will be pleased to guide 

the minds of the Electors to make such a choice of 

representatives as shall tend most to the glory of God, the 

honour and welfare of our Sovereign, and the happiness of the 

people.ô In His view Parliament was responsible for establishing 

ópeace and happiness, truth and justice, religion and pietyô and 

the ówelfare of all people.ô In asking people to pray, as well as to 

vote, he made it clear that whilst people would have different 

ópolitical leaningsô that they needed to come together to pray for 

the ópeace and happiness of the nation at largeô.  

I think we all know that this General Election before us now will 

similarly be critical in helping to determine the future of the 

United Kingdom ï at least for the immediate future. In writing 

this article I am therefore seeking to follow Bishop Arthur 

Hervey by reminding us all of the responsibility we have to pray 
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for our country and to work with all people for the welfare and 

the well-being of everyone. 

 

With my prayers and very best wishes, 
 

 
The Right Revd Peter Hancock 
Bishop of Bath and Wells 

<><><><><><> 
 

The Locking Deanery Prayer 
 

 Heavenly Father, On the coast and in the countryside, in 
the town and in the village, we, your people, commit 
ourselves to living and telling the story of Jesus. You 
ƪƴƻǿ ƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘǎΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎΣ ƻǳr plans and our 
dreams. Send your Holy Spirit and inspire our work, that 
young and old, churched and unchurched, may grow in 
the knowledge and love of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus 

Christ. Amen 
<><><><> 

 
 
Our Remembrance Sunday service was 
memorable thanks to beautiful music 
and beautiful flowers. Thanks to Jude 
for securing the services of Jake who 
performed the last post sensitively. He 
told me he had never done this before, 
but you would never have known. Myra 
had done a beautiful poppy 
arrangement at the front pedestals 
which were eye catching and 
appropriate.  
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Father Andrew guided us through the Remembrance-day 
rituals and once again one was reminded of the sacrifices 
of previous generations as the long list of names of both 
St Saviourôs and All Saintsô were read out of those who 
gave their lives.   
 
In my own family we are always 
moved by the memory of my 
dadôs brother Tom the uncle we 
never got to know who was shot 
down over Hamburg in a 
Wellington bomber aged 24 in 
1941. Thankyou Uncle Tom.  

 
 
 
 
 
On a journey between Street and 
Bridgwater I came upon a beautiful 
display outside the parish church in 
Shapwick (St Marys) which I include 
here, as well as Myras lovely poppies. 
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A tribute to Joy Dengler-Harles  

18th April 1922 - 18th October 2019 
 

On my fridge door there is a small magnet which says 'Mothers 

hold their children's hands a while, but their hearts forever'. 

 

Mum passed away at the incredible age of 97.  Well, looking at 

the dates, 97 and a half to be precise; those halves are as 

important when you are 97 as when you are 7.  The loss is sad, 

but I feel blessed to have had my mother and her love for so 

long. 

 

I'm sure you will recall both my parents as strong personalities.  

With three such characters in the D-H house, all trying to take 

the lead and organise the other two, naturally sparks flew on 

many an occasion.  My father would say to me, ñYou're just like 

your motherò and my mother would reply, ñYour problem is 

you're too like your fatherò.  However, this never affected the 

love we all felt for one another in our small family. 

 

But Mum didn't just mother me, she also mothered her junior 

staff in the military and when working in the bank.  One of her 

trainees from her Midland Bank days (on the corner of Weston 

High Street) said to me only last week, ñWhen I went into the 

bank a shy little school girl, I was terrified, but she took me 

under her wing and mothered me and I will never forget her 

kindnessò. 

 

Mum was a very proud lady - proud of her husband, of her 

family, of her home, of her appearance; proud of her of her 

career in the military, where she worked hard to gain her 

commission, and proud of her subsequent career in the bank.  I 

hope she was also proud of her daughter!  She was dignified and 

elegant, having a good eye for style in her dress as well as her 

home décor. 

 

She worked hard in the bank in the days when there were no 

computers and could quickly cast her eye down a column of 

figures and add them up.  She regularly worked until 9 or 10 at 
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night in the post war years, as staff were not allowed to leave 

until the tills and books balanced to the penny.   

 

In her early days of marriage, she followed Dad as he forged his 

military career in Germany and Holland.  Having learned 

German to a good standard during her school days in Halifax 

helped enormously but she adapted to the lifestyle in these 

countries, setting up home, running a household, coping with 

Dutch, and finding her away around healthcare provision in 

Holland when I was seriously ill as a youngster in the 1960's. 

 

Mum was a home-maker, an excellent baker and home cook and 

I could never emulate her Yorkshire puddings!  I always 

returned to boarding school and later University with an 

enormous tuck box of assorted home baking.  She was also a 

superb knitter, one of the wool jumpers she made for Dad lasting 

nearly 50 years.   

 

Mum's bookcase contained many cookery books, but she also 

had a great love of literature, poetry and music.  An 

accomplished pianist and singer, she recalled coming out of her 

lessons with a local teacher called Mr Hooper, to find a young 

lad in short trousers holding his harmony homework and waiting 

to go in next.  That young boy was Christopher Manners.  

Mum's first dates with Dad in the late 1950's involved going to a 

music appreciation group and, when I took up the piano, she and 

I would play duets together.  I still sing with the Manchester 

University Chorus; in the next concert at the end of November 

we will be performing Beethoven's Missa Solemnis and Mum, I 

will be singing that for you. 

 

Mum was a very intelligent lady.  During her military service 

she was selected for recruitment to Bletchley Park however 

managed to remain in Weston with her parents as her father had 

poor health.  She could storm through the Telegraph cryptic 

crossword and on a Saturday afternoon she and I would phone 

one another to compare our answers to the cryptic and general 

knowledge crosswords.  Although she didn't engage in 

technology, she remained interested in reading the paper and 
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asking me questions on current affairs and what she described as 

'modern life'.  On seeing a sign in a cafe just a couple of years 

ago, she asked, ñwhat is a wiffy dear?ò and I explained the free 

Wi-Fi.   

 

In earlier years, I recall how she would often be telephoned by 

friends who might be feeling down or worried and found her a 

good Samaritan and counsellor.  Endlessly patient, she also had 

many wise sayings such as ñTime will give you all your 

answers, they may not be the ones you want or you expect but it 

will give you your answersò; and another one, passed down 

from my grandmother, ñDon't tell your shirt because it might tell 

the washerwomanò regarded the importance of keeping your 

counsel and not engaging in idle chit chat and gossip. 

 

Mum and Dad made many lifelong friendships and she and I 

owe a debt of gratitude to the local friends and neighbours who 

supported Mum to stay in her home for a few more years after 

losing Dad, and maintain her relationship with All Saints.  Mum 

was always a very thankful lady and counted her blessings.  I 

know she would want to thank the team at Alice House for their 

wonderful care, and for ensuring she could continue her church 

attendances.  When I arrived to pick Mum up on a Sunday 

morning, the carers would have her ready and dressed in her 

Sunday best and allowed me to stay with her for lunch 

afterwards.  The staff often commented how smiley and 

appreciative she always was, showing this by taking your hand 

and kissing it. 

 

The photograph on the order of service was taken on Christmas 

Day 2012 before Dad became ill .  Prior to this they were 

together and managing well without my support; now I am 

thankful that, after 7 difficult years, they are together again.  

They lived for one another. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Maria Dengler-Harles 

4 November 2019 
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Some Reflections on the Eucharist 
 

Philip Pughe-Morgan 
 
I have written previously about how the 
Christian Eucharist was modelled during 
the period of the early Church on the 
Jewish Temple worship of the Old 
Testament era, and in particular the 
liturgies used to celebrate Yom Kippur ς the Day of the 
Atonement.  
 
During this annual event of public sacrifice, the main difference 
between the two was that the Jewish celebration included two 
ǇŀǊǘǎΣ ŀ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǇŀǊǘ ΨōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƛƭΩ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ priest 
enacted a ritual of purification through which the priest 
cleansed himself, then all the people, then the sanctuary itself 
and with it all the children of Israel. The second public part 
involved the expulsion of the sins of Israel through the casting 
out of the scapegoat. The ritual of expelling and eradicating sin 
was enacted upon the goat that had been spared the lot of the 
immolated offering, on the head of which the priest laid his 
hands, confessed all the sins of the people, and sent it away 
into the wilderness.   
 
The Christian Eucharist also involved two parts, but these 
entailed a direct reversal of the Jewish ritual. Within the 
Eucharist were located quite clearly the two key themes of the 
ancient Day of Atonement: the expulsion of the peoplŜΩǎ ǎƛƴ 
(together with that of the priests, and the purification of the 
temple space), as well as the preparation of human persons for 
union with God. However, while on the Day of Atonement was 
found the stronger emphasis upon the eradication and 
expulsion of sin, with a more secluded yet important focus on 
purification and unification with God, in the Eucharist the 
emphasis on these dual themes was dramatically reversed. 
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In the Christian liturgical embrace of atonement, it was the 
eradication of sin that became the more secluded, peremptory 
dimension of the bloodless sacrifice, while the renewal of 
communion and union with God became the focal centre-point 
of the whole liturgical mystery. Perhaps this observation was 
most significantly summed up in the fact that the chief liturgical 
commemoratiƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎƛŀƭ ŀŎǘǎΣ ǘƛŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ 

representation of the immolated lamb 
of the sin offering, was contained in the 
actions of the proskomedia 
(preparation of the Eucharistic 
elements), which took place before the 
ΨǇǳōƭƛŎΩ [ƛǘǳǊƎȅ ōŜƎŀƴΦ The notions of 
limited physical sacrifices (which 

separated temple ritual from the synagogues) were replaced by 
the Christian vision of the perfected and universal sacrifice of 
Christ that is made mystically present in every Liturgy.  
 
In conclusion, then, atonement was regarded chiefly as the 
establishment of communion between man and God, which 
had its substance in the communion of human and divine in the 
incarnate Christ. The chief act by which the Son atoned for the 
sin of mankind, that is for the separation and division caused by 
ƳŀƴΩǎ ǎƛƴΣ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ΨōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦƭŜǎƘ ŀƴŘ ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǳǎ όWƻƘƴ 
1:14). 
 
So, this is how the central act of Christian worship became 
established. Its detailed format and interpretation of the main 
features of the liturgy has, of course, been the subject of great 
dispute down the centuries, so that the visible act of 
celebration differs enormously from one church to another. 
However, all the churches of the Catholic tradition still pay 
observance to the principal requirements as set out above. 
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I have recently been reading an excellent little 
paperback on ǘƘŜ 9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘΣ Ψ[Ŝǘ ¦ǎ !ǘǘŜƴŘΥ ! 
WƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ hǊǘƘƻŘƻȄ 5ƛǾƛƴŜ [ƛǘǳǊƎȅΩ ōȅ 
Fr Lawrence Farley, a former Anglican priest 
who is now an archpriest in the Orthodox 
Church of America (OCA) and pastor of Saint 
Herman of Alaska Mission in British Columbia. 
He explains very clearly how the various parts of 
the Eucharist as celebrated in the Orthodox 

Church have their roots in antiquity, and I thought it would be 
interesting to share some of his analysis with you. This is likely 
ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜΣ ōǳǘ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ 
ōȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ōƻƻƪΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ LƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ 9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘΦΩ 
 
The Importance of the Eucharist 
 
ΨI believe that participation in the eucharistic Divine Liturgy is 
the most important thing one can ever do. It characterises, 
defines and constitutes the true Christian, for the Christian 
Church has always determined and recognised her members, 
not so much by the private beliefs they hold about Jesus, but 
rather by the corporate and liturgical expression of those 
beliefs in the Eucharist. In the dark days of persecution when 
the Roman state waged war against the holy Church, the state 
did not forbid Christian belief ς it forbade attendance at the 
Christian Eucharist, for in the Eucharist the Church recognised 
her own members. The Eucharist was everything. 
 
Events have proven this ancient truth again in our time. During 
the time when the communist state persecuted the Church in 
the Soviet Union, the Soviet government forbade almost all 
forms and expressions of church life. But our communist foes 
made a single and fatal mistake: though they forbade the 
Church to do charitable work, to proselytize the young, to give 
private Bible instruction, they still (grudgingly) allowed the 
Church to perform the service of the Divine Liturgy.  
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And this was the one thing needful (see Luke 10: 42) for the 
Church to survive. In the Eucharist the Church found its 
sustaining life, enabling it to be the anvil that could wear out 
many hammers, the phoenix that could rise from the ashes of 
death. 
 
The Eucharist reconstitutes us, week by week, as the Church of 
God, and nourishes us with his divine life. By receiving the Body 
of Christ, we become the Body of Christ. As Sainǘ tŀǳƭ ǎŀƛŘΣ Ψ²ŜΣ 
though many, are one bread and one body; for we all partake 
of that one bread; (1Corinthians 10: 17). That is, through our 
partaking of the one bread of the Eucharist, God makes us 
again into the one Body of the Church. The Eucharist is 
therefore the sacrament of the Kingdom, the eschatological 
presence of Christ in this age. Through our participation in the 
Eucharist we belong to Christ, and through him to the age to 
come.  
 
As the eschatological sacrament, the Eucharist takes us from his 
age and plants us, week by blessed week, in Christ, who has 
taken his throne beyond this age, at the right hand of God in 
the age to come (Colossians 3: 1). Of ourselves, apart from 
Christ, we belong only to the realities of this age: to our 
families, our clans, our tribes, our nations. Through our 
eucharistic inclusion and participation in Christ, we belong to 
this age no longer. Now we belong to Christ and to his 
Kingdom, to the age to come. The Eucharist makes us 
eschatological beings, men and women who have transcended 
this age, who have overcome the world (see John 16: 33).  
 
²Ŝ ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǘƻ ΨōŜŎƻƳŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜΦΩ ²Ŝ 
need to recover an appreciation of the true meaning of the 
Eucharist: not simply as one among many of the so-called 
ΨƳŜŀƴǎ ƻŦ ƎǊŀŎŜΣΩ but as the sacrament of the Kingdom, the 
liturgical means whereby we remain in Christ and belong 
no longer to this world but to the Kingdom of God.  
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The Eucharist is our weekly journey to the Kingdom. It does not 
merely teach these realities in (so-called) symbolic form. It 
manifests these realities. It really takes us, every Sunday 
morning, into the Kingdom of God, and brings us to a saving 
encounter with Christ, the One who is the Kingdom. 
 
Unfortunately, many in the Church do not adequately 
understand this. They regard attendance at the Eucharist as 
only a helpful ritual and inspiring Sunday morning interlude to 
aid them in their efforts to live an ethical life. They find the 
music uplifting, the words of the prayers edifying, and the 
sermon thought-provoking.  
 
And, of course, participation in the Body and Blood of Christ 
provides ΨǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŎƻǇŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŜǎ 
and strains of trying to live like an individual /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ 
challenging world.  
 
It would be wrong to condemn such a well-intentioned 
approach. May God bless all acts of faithfulness to Him! If Christ 
rewards even a cup of cold water given in his name (Matthew 
10: 42), surely he will reward this also. But such an approach 
falls far short of the true significance of the Eucharist. The 
Eucharist is not simply one means of help among many for 
individual Christians. It is the means whereby God creates and 
reveals the Church in this age, the means whereby he plants his 
Kingdom in the midst of men, the place where all peoples of 
the world can find Christ in his fullness. 
 
For the Church to fulfil her calling in these increasingly difficult 
and hostile days, we Christians must recover a proper and full 
understanding of the Eucharist. This book examines the 
portions of the Divine Liturgy one at a time, for each portion 
has its own history, and we must understand this history to 
appreciate how each portion contributes to the whole, bringing 
us closer to our liturgical goal.  
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Thus, historical knowledge serves as the indispensable 
handmaiden to authentic contemporary liturgical practice. For 
us to experience Liturgy in the way the fathers intended (or 
rather, to do Liturgy in the way the fathers intended), we must 
know what we are doing and how the Liturgy developed. 
 
I wrote this book for what liturgical writer Gregory Dix has 
called the plebs sancta Dei, the holy commoners of God, with 
the prayer that it might lead us all closer to the Lord Jesus 
through our fervent praying of the Divine Liturgy and increase 
our understanding of belonging, in Christ, to the age to come. 
The Lord Jesus saved us and gathered us from all the world into 
his Kingdom ς from every nation and tribe and people and 
tongue ς that we might stand together before his heavenly 
throne anŘ ŎǊȅΣ Ψ{ŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜƭƻƴƎǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ DƻŘ ǿƘƻ ǎƛǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
throne, and tƻ ǘƘŜ [ŀƳōΗΩ (Revelation 7: 9-10). This will be our 
radiant and triumphal cry even now in this age, as we stand 
together in the Divine Liturgy and offer him eucharistic praise.Ω 
 

Archpriest Lawrence Farley 
 

 
 

In future articles LΩƭƭ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛn details of 
Eucharistic worship as Fr Lawrence has explained them. 

 
Meanwhile, it is a joy to celebrate the Mass/ Eucharist/ Liturgy 
ŀǘ !ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘǎΩΣ ŀǎ ǿŜ are carried into the Kingdom each Sunday 

to join the hosts of heaven in their ceaseless worship and 
adoration of our Lord God and Saviour. 
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WESTON-SUPER-MARE FOOD 

BANK  

 
Please help make our Christmas Wish a 

reality and ensure that food banks are 

consigned to the history books for good.   
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

No child should know what a 
food bank is, let alone use one 
at Christmas. 
 
Christmas should be a time of 
joy and celebration, but last 
year, food banks in the Trussell 
Trust network distributed over 
half a million food parcels to 
children. 
 

 

Our Christmas Reality  
 

4.5 million children are locked 

in poverty, with their families 

struggling to afford the basics, 

and the majority facing real 

destitution. 70% of us agree 

food banks shouldnôt be part 

of a modern society. 

But all these drawings are 

from children who have either 

used a food bank in the last 

year or have learnt about food 

banks at school. 
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WESTON-SUPER-MARE FOOD 

BANK  
 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 

ñWithout the food bank Iôd have been worrying right up to 

Christmas about how to provide for my family, and then feeling 

guilty about not having managed to afterwards. Itôs so important to 

know that people care.ò  Jenny* 

 

Your support this Christmas  
Food banks are doing all they 

can to help families in crisis, 

especially at this time of year. 

But they shouldnôt become the 

norm. Children shouldnôt be 

forced to use a food bank. 

They shouldnôt be learning 

about them at school or 

reading story books featuring 

them. The only place food 

banks belong is in the history 

books. 
 

Our Christmas wish  
Please donate today so we can 

work towards a future where 

nobody has to be referred to a 

food bank, at Christmas or 

any time of year. 

Your gift this Christmas could 

help families who are pulled 

into crisis ï and help our food 

banks to provide 

compassionate, practical 

support and advice to help 

resolve a crisis. 
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The Church is registered with easyfundraising and 

we need your help!  

easyfun draising  is a great website where you 

can help All Saints Church Weston-Super-Mare 

raise funds simply by doing your everyday online 

shopping with over 3,600 big name retailers like 

Amazon, Argos, John Lewis, ASOS, Booking.com, 

eBay, Boden, and M&S. 

Every time you shop, we receive a small donation 

to say óthank youô and itôs completely free too! We 

want to raise as much as possible so please sign up 

and help us at  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/allsaintschwsm/  

++++++++++++++++++ 

WALSINGHAM 2020 

BOOKINGS being taken for 
next years pilgrimage see 
Janice to reserve a place.  

We shall leave after mass 
on Sunday 6th September  
and return after lunch on 
Sunday 13th September. 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/allsaintschwsm/
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2nd Oct ï 24th Nov 2019 

PEOPLE in the PEWS and POUNDS on the PLATE  
Services People Week Collections Envelopes 

Wed, Thurs & Sat  14    

SUNDAY  

6th October 

 

47 

 

40 

 

£97 

 

£80 

Pet Blessing Service at St 

Saviour hall 

11 

(7 pets) 

   

Wed, Thurs & Sat 12    

SUNDAY 

13th October 

 

33 

 

41 

 

£55 

 

£320 

Wed, Thurs & Sat 11    

SUNDAY 

St Saviour Hall 20th Oct 

 

40 

 

42 

 

£53 

 

£207 

Wed, Thurs and Sat 16    

SUNDAY 

27th October 

 

37 

 

43 

 

£37 

 

£94 

Wed (incl Earlfield 

Lodge), Thurs  

& Sat (All Souls) 

 

29 

   

Patronal Festival  

All Saints SUNDAY 

3rd November 

 

50 

 

44 

 

£59 

 

£229 

Monday Funeral 45    

Wed, Thurs & Sat 13    

Remembrance SUNDAY 

10th November 

 

41 

 

45 

 

£25 

 

£98 

 Wed, Thurs and Sat 14    

SUNDAY at St Saviour 

17th November 

 

40 

 

46 

 

£53 

 

£130 

Wed & Thurs 13    

SUNDAY 

24th November 

 

40 

 

47 

 

£32 

 

£104 
Communion of sick -Home 

visits 
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OCT Standing Orders  £1,100 
NOV Standing Orders  £1,100 

TOTALS  526  £411 £3,462 
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OCTOBER 80 Club Draw 

Prize Value Winner 

1st £12 4 Anthony Guy 

2nd £10 73 John Sealey 

3rd £8 13 Diane Guy 

4th £6 57 Fr Andrew 

 

 

NOVEMBER  80 Club Draw 

Prize Value Winner 

1st £12 64 Jack Tasker 

2nd £10 15 Fr Arthur 

3rd £8 9 Fr Arthur 

4th £6 61 Jack Tasker 

 

 

The draw for the 80 CLUB takes place on Sunday 1st 

December and  no one has come forward to take over the 

running of the 80 club, so this will be th e final  draw 
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We have eight Candle-

stands, each one holds NINE 
candles.  

 

 

 

If  you 

would l ike 

to sponsor 

the c oming 

festive 

seasonõs replacement candles 

then for just £2.50 p er candle 

or £20 per stand  

 

Please let Terry Edwards have your 

sponsorship 

 

If you make it òGift Aidedó using the 

appropriate yellow envelope (AT NO 
ADDITIONA L COST TO YOU)  the 
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church will be able to recoup tax from 

HMRC  (25% of donation) 
 

 

Magical cleaning 

 

Do you remember the Calgon magic tap?  Water running 

from a tap, with no supply pipe? 

 

Well Anthony brought his magic cobweb brush to the 

recent church clean. 

 

It will be back soon to finish the last few cobwebs! 
 

 
Editorôs Comment 

Looks like it  came straight out of Hogwarts!  
Didnôt Harr y Potter fly on one of these? 
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Greetings from Istead Rise  
 

It was back in August that Terry asked me to write an article for 
The Anchor, about what I had done since moving from Weston-
super-aŀǊŜ ƛƴ нлмтΦ {ƻ ƘŜǊŜ ƎƻŜǎ ΧΦ. 
 
The actual moving day went very smoothly at both ends, the 
issue with British Telecom in providing the phone line along with 
Broad Band. After some 6 weeks, everything was up and running 
and it was time for a holiday. 
 
In 2017, my sister and I went to Scotland, Orkney and The 
Shetlands by train.   As the tour started in Edinburgh, we 
decided to add an extra day onto the start of the holiday. Having 
been to Edinburgh many times for work, it was railway station, 
hotel, office, back south but never was able to see the sights. 
This time it was going to be different. 
 
We travelled from Gravesend to St Pancras International on the 
High Speed train; which takes 20 minutes, crossed over the road 
to Kings Cross in order to get the train to Edinburgh.  The next 
day took the Hop-On, Hop-Off bus round Edinburgh, one of the 
routes goes to the Ocean Terminal, Leith; where the Royal Yacht 
Britannia is berthed.  The tour round Britannia takes about 2 
hours, everything is set out as if The Queen was about to come 
on board.  A must have, was a bowl of soup and a roll in the tea 
room. If ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ƛǘǎ ǿŜƭƭ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŀ ǾƛǎƛǘΦ   
 
The tour was by train to 
Inverness, where we had a trip 
to Loch Ness and a tour of 
¦ǊǉǳƘŀǊǘ /ŀǎǘƭŜΦ ²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ 
Nessie !!   
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Then a further train journey to Thurso where we were taken by 
coach to Castle Mey, which was owned by the Queen Mother 
and then onto John OΩDǊƻŀǘǎΦ  

We took a ferry to Orkney; the 
highlights of the tour of Orkney 
being the Ring of Brodgar, Scapa 
Flow, St Magnus Cathedral in 
Kirkwall and the Italian Chapel. 
The Italian Chapel was built 
during World War II, by Italian 
prisoners of war.  A further ferry 

took us to the Shetland Islands; where we had a tour, taking in 
the Crofthouse museum and stopping to look at Shetland 
ponies.   
 
The return crossing was to 
Aberdeen, and then taken by 
coach to a Whisky distillery in 
Balmoral, followed by a visit to 
Crathie Kirk and then to 
Pitlochry.  Our return journey 
home was by train from 
Pitlochry changing at 
Edinburgh.  
 

Snow arrived in December 
нлмтΣ ōǳǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭŀǎǘ ƭƻƴƎ.  The 
Beast from the East arrived in 
February 2018 and the snow 
was around for some time.  
In March we had a day trip, 
from Gravesend to Salisbury 
by Steam Train. We had time 
for a pub meal as well as a visit 
to the Cathedral, before 
returning home.  
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The 2018 holiday was taken in June, this time to Iceland and the 
Northern Isles.  We travelled to Dundee where we boarded the 
Magellan and sailed to The 
Faroe Islands. Then travelled 
north to Iceland, stopping at 
Seydisfjordur, Akureyn, 
Isafjavik and Reykjavik.  Picture 
at Reykjavik, where It was very 
cold and windy; jumper, 
fleece, woolly hat weather!  
On the return journey we saw 
Dolphins and Whales; before 
we arrived at Newcastle, 
where we had a trip into the 
centre and went to the 
Cathedral.  
 
The port of call was Dundee and we then returned home, on 
what was the start of the hot summer.  
 
Having enjoyed the Steam Train trip in 2018, we decided to take 
another in 2019. This was originally planned for March, but the 
company had to postpone the trip, as the train had not passed 
all the tests laid down by National Rail.  The trip was arranged 
for July and this time was from London Kings Cross to Norwich.  
 
We had a very enjoyable day. But unfortunately there was a 
problem with the engine on the return journey and we had to 
travel back to London, from Ipswich by scheduled service.   
 
It was difficult to plan a holiday this year, due to a health issue; 
which is now resolved so we are starting to think about where 
to go next year. 
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What else have I been up to? When I returned in 2017, a local 
vicar approached me and asked if I would help with the Church 
ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ been compiled for 3 years.  
 
Compiling the accounts was the easy part, the issue was finding 
all of the supporting documentation that took up a vast amount 
of time; thankfully I was able to get them up to date by the end 
of 2018 and I still looking after the accounts. 
 
The garden takes up some of my time, of course I now have my 
helper ς May who likes to dig!   
 
I have 2 apple trees, which this year have provided a good crop; 
the freezer now has apple pies, getting ready for the winter.   

 
In August 2018, I 
brought a West 
Highland Terrier, 
she was 11 weeks 
old and having 
been born in May, 
we called her May.   
 
May loves the 
garden, having lots 
of cuddles, going 

for walks, but can be stubborn at times and will walk where she 
wants to go. This picture was taken last Christmas; took ages to 
get May to sit still. 
 
I thƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘΩs all for now, maybe an update next year! 

 
Kind Regards   Colin 
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Goodbye Lissy.  
 

Lissy Manners leaves us for a new life at Wells, after 

more than 40 years, first at St Saviour and 
after wards at All Saintsõ church. Itõs hard to believe 

that she first entered All Saints pushing a pram, 

with David and Jonathan as very young boys. She 
tells us that thei r reward for good behaviour in church 
was to be able to sit at the organ with Chris while he 

played the last hymn of the service.  
 

Both Chris and Lissy have been at the heart of All 

Saints s ince that time: Chris building the musical 
life of the church each  Sunday through his superb 

organ playing and improvisation, and his vision in 
instigating the concerts at All Saints, in addition to 

his memorable choral and orchestral conducting at 
special  festivals  until his tragic death in 2013; Lissy 

supporting him, a s well as contributing to all our 
concerts with delicious food and practical help, 

steward ing on Heritage weekends, doing flower 
arranging, pastoral visiting, intercessions, serving, 

cleanin g and a hundred other things  which have 
enriched the life of All S aints.  

 
We thank you, Lissy, for all you have done for us 

and for the church, and we hope very  much that 
youõll return to see your friends here , and to worship 

at All Saints when you can.  
 

All our good wishes and prayers go with you, a nd we 
wish you blessin gs and happiness in your new life at 

Wells.  
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From the archive, 7 November 1919: 
The King's plan for silence on 
Armistice Day 
 
All work, all sound, and all locomotion should 
cease, so that  in perfect stillness the thoughts of 
everyone may be concentrated on reverent 
remembrance of the glorious deadô 

The King has addressed the following letter to his 
peoples:- 

To all my People.  

BUCKINGHAM PALACE.  
Tuesday next, November 11, is the first anniversary of the 
Armistice which stayed the world -wide carnage of the four 
preceding years and marked the victory of right and 
freedom. 

I believe that my people in every part of the Empire 
fervently wish to perpetuate the memory of that great 
deliverance and of those who laid down their lives to 
achieve it. 

To afford an opportunity for the universal expression of 
this feeling it is my desire and hope that at the hour when 
the Armistice came into force - the eleventh hour of the 
eleventh day of the eleventh month - there may be for the 
brief space of two minutes a complete suspension of all our 
normal activities. During that time, except in the rare 
cases where this may be impracticable, all work, all sound, 
and all locomotion should cease, so that in perfect stillness 
the thoughts of everyone may be concentrated on reverent 
remembrance of the glorious dead. 
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Truth, lies & uncertainty 
Humphrey Reader 

 
The title is taken from the cover of Scientific American for 
September 2019. The sub-head is also interesting: ΨSearching 
for reality in unreal timesΩΦ  
¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ƳƛƴŘ ƛǎ Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΚΩ hǊΣ 
ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜƭȅΣ ΨǿƘŀt is the greater context in which humankind 
ŜȄƛǎǘǎΚΩ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƳŀƛƴ ƻŦ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ Řŀǿƴ ƻŦ 
civilisation. Reality is the ultimate quest, and it is easy to forget 
among the squabbles, moral failings and arrogant poses of 
those who know all the answersi that this is our ultimate 
ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻƭŘ [ŀǘƛƴ ǘŀƎ ΨOmnia exeunt in mysteriumΩii 
attributed to one of the Schoolmen of mediaeval times. 
However, it is a timely reminder that no one discipline can 
know everything, that the human species as a whole cannot 
know, understand and control existence, and that, ultimately, 
reality is one heck bigger than arrogant human beings can 
possibly imagine. Contrary to those who lazily equate 
supernatural belief with superstition, this aspect of all religion 
is the one that points most directly to us being but a part of 
greater reality.  
! ŎǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŀƎŜ ƛǎ ΨǎŎƛŜƴǘƛǎƳΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ the belief that 
scientific enquiry is the only way to truth and that, through 
science, we will know and control all that there is. It is on the 
surface very beguiling ς as we know more and more via the 
scientific method the domain of the unknown appears to be 
forever shrinking towards zero. Even apparently unfathomable 
matters like consciousness will soon be decoded for all to see 
via advances in neuroscience. With final knowledge however 
comes final, inescapable control, a fact advertised rather less 
by scientific optimists but which is already foreshadowed by 
the extreme control-freakery exercised by Communist China in 
Xinjiang Province (formerly Sinkiang) where literally every 
movement of local people is monitored and stored in a huge 
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database for purposes of control on the scale envisaged by 
George Orwell in Nineteen Eighty-Four. Knowledge, (whether 
scientific or other factual as with Xinjiang) is one thing, but the 
ethical issue of its use is quite another.  
Besides, scientific certainty is, despite appearances, a major 
misunderstanding of the discipline. The article from which I 
take the title of my piece appears in a scientific journal and 
approaches uncertainty from the perspectives of physics with 
mathematics, neuropsychology and finally sociology and 
political science.  
Physics seems to be one of the only domains of human 
life where truth is clear-cut. The laws of physics describe 
hard reality. They are grounded in mathematical rigour 
and experimental proof. They give answers, not endless 
muddle. There is not óone physics for you and one physics 
for meô, but a single physics for everyone everywhereiii.  
Thus begins the first article in the Scientific AmericaƴΩǎ series. 
²ƘŀǘΣ ƛƴŘŜŜŘΣ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴΚ aŀȄǿŜƭƭΩǎ ƭŀǿǎ ƻŦ 
electromagnetism provide the ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ōŀǎƛǎ ŦƻǊ .ŜƛƧƛƴƎΩǎ 
state-ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ƳŜŘƛŀΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ LǊŀƴΩǎ ǘƘŜƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ 
ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ŀƴŘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ /bb ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ just as much as they do for 
the BBC ŀƴŘ L¢±Φ !ƴŘ bŜǿǘƻƴΩǎ ƭŀǿǎ ƻŦ Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ 
apply as much to Indian and Chinese rocketry as to American 
and European. On the face of it, scientific theories seem to 
provide a far sounder basis for universals than any single one of 
ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǊŜƭigious faiths, us included.  
However a closer examination of the worlds of both physics 
and mathematics reveals far less certainty. Quantum mechanics 
for instance is the best theory we have for the way sub-atomic 
particles behave. It provides the theoretical basis for everything 
electronic from smart-phones to mainframe computers, and 
also for lasers and for chemistry. The latter relies utterly on the 
stability and distinctiveness of chemical elements, and in the 
nineteenth century the basis for this distinctiveness became 
more and more of an issue. Finally it was discovered that at the 
most basic level electrons could only orbit atomic nuclei at 
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discrete distances, and that this is what made all atoms of, say, 
gold, exactly the same.  
However the reality behind quantum mechanics remains 
mysterious. In a famous experiment involving sending electrons 
(usually thought of as particles) through twin slits, the result 
was not, as you might expect, that the electrons would mostly 
land opposite the two slits. Instead it resulted in an 
interference pattern which could only have been created by 
wavesiv. I am myself an eyewitness: on an Open University 
Summer School we were given an electron beam aimed at a 
twin-slit target inside a cathode-ray tube and, indeed, I did 
notice the alternating light and dark stripes of an interference 
pattern. The light stripes are where the waves reinforce, the 
dark stripes are where the waves cancel out. So we had a 
particle behaving like a wave! Another experiment, this time 
with high-energy electromagnetic wavesv, revealed that when 
bounced off a metal pillar, behaved like tiny ping-pong balls or 
peas from a pea-shooter. I witnessed this, too. Even more 
ōƛȊŀǊǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ ΨǇǊƻōŀōƛƭƛǘȅΩ ǿŀǾŜǎ ς they interfere 
constructively or destructively according to the probability of 
the electrons landing at a given point. Also, the experiment has 
been conducted one electron at a time, and even under these 
circumstances the banding pattern emerged. Finally we also 
have the weirdneǎǎ ƻŦ Ψ{ŎƘǊǀŘƛƴƎŜǊΩǎ ŎŀǘΩΦ {ǳǇǇƻǎŜ ǿŜ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ 
the poor cat with a switched-on light-bulb and a radioactive 
source (which emits quantum particles) and place both inside a 
box. The source emits particles in a totally unpredictable way 
governed by the laws of quantum mechanics. Later, the 
experimenter opens the box and discovers the light to be 
definitely either on or off depending on whether the source has 
emitted a particle capable through some mechanism of 
breaking the circuit. Is the bulb on or off before the 
experimenter ǘŀƪŜǎ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄ ƭƛŘ ŀƴŘ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜǎ ƛǘΚ ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
know. In other words it seems that we need an observer to 
confirm reality!  
One explanation of this weirdness involves multiple universes 
superimposed on each other ς the light-bulb has remained 
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switched on (say) in this universe but is switched-off in another. 
According to Max Tegmark both states are in super-position: 
we simply observe the result in our universe. If an all-seeing 
eye could see all universes then it would see the bulb both 
switched on and switched offvi. Yes, very weird, yet quantum 
mechanics seems to be the foundation of material reality. 
There are a number of other puzzles, again at the base of 
material reality. For instance, Carlo Rovelli asks whether time is 
real! Because the speed of light is finite there is no absolute 
cosmic clock: I see even my computer screen as I type this only 
as it was a minute fraction of a second ago, not as it is now. 
There is no universal ΨƴƻǿΩΗ  
Aha ς ōǳǘΗ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳŀǘƘŜƳŀǘƛŎǎΚ 9ǳŎƭƛŘΩǎ ƎŜƻƳŜtry, 
engraved on a substance harder than diamond and true forever 
ŀƴŘ ŀƴƻƴΗ ¢ǿƻ Ǉƭǳǎ ǘǿƻ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŦƻǳǊΗ /ŀƴΩǘ ŀǊƎǳŜ with that, can 
ǿŜΚ 9ȄŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀǊƛǘƘƳŜǘƛŎ ƳƻŘǳƭƻ пΣ ǘǿƻ Ǉƭǳǎ 
two equals zerovii! And this is before we come to infinitesimals, 
fundamental to calculus. One day some time ago I was 
explaining integral calculus to one of the Sainsbury students. I 
pointed out that if you divide the area under a curve into 
ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǎǘǊƛǇǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ nearer and nearer the exact 
answer. Not unnaturally he pointed out that if the width of the 
strips was zero the area would also be zero! Further 
investigation has revealed that the answer to this riddle is by 
no means straightforward. You can say that the approximate 
answer approaches the exact one as the strips get narrower, 
ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊƛǇǎ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ 
zero. Approaches is not the same as arrival so to speak.  
Now, an essential property of any number is what is known as 
Ψ!ǊŎƘƛƳŜŘŜŀƴΩΥ ƛΦŜΦ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ quantity that takes 
up space. So to return to our curve example, strips that are a 
billionth, or a billionth of a billionth, of a unit across will always 
ǘŀƪŜ ǳǇ ŀ ǘƛƴȅ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ǎǇŀŎŜΦ {ŜŜƳǎ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǎŜƴǎŜΣ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ it! 
But, actually, no. Not according to one Abraham Robinson in 
ǘƘŜ мфслΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ ōȅ ǎƻƳŜΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭ ƳŀǘƘŜƳŀǘƛŎƛŀƴǎ 
in that area, since then. Briefly, you can use a standard system 
ƻŦ ƭƻƎƛŎ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ лғȄΣ мғҐȄΣ нғҐȄΧ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ 
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disproved, so that in some sense infinite numbers must exist 
and therefore, also, infinitesimal numbers must exist: all these 
ŀǊŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ΨƘȅǇŜǊ-ǊŜŀƭΩ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎΦ  
Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ŀ ǘƘŜƻǊŜƳ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨŎƻƳǇŀŎǘƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŜƻǊŜƳΩ 
shows that if the ordinary numbers are regarded a sub-set 
(subdivision if you like) of all numbers including the hyper-reals, 
then the hyper-reals both infinite and infinitesimal will also 
follow the laws of arithmetic within their own domains. That is, 
ƛŦ ΨŘΩ ƛǎ ŀ ǳƴƛǘ ƛƴŦƛƴƛǘŜǎƛƳŀƭΣ ΨнŘΩ ǿƛƭƭ, in the world of 
infinitesimals, be twice tƘŜ ǎƛȊŜ ƻŦ ΨŘΩΦ !nd if you multiply 
infinitesimals by the infinites, ordinary numbers will drop out 
which I guess makes some sort of weird sense! Weird as they 
are, these numbers seem to underlie the type of mathematicsviii 

essential to all engineering and much of physics.  
Thus we have two apparently gold-standard sources of 
certainty a good deal less certain than at first appears! Reality, 
even at a mathematical and physical level, is uncertain. Higher 
up the scale, it appears that the brain, far from seeing things 
definiǘŜƭȅ Ψƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘǿŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳ ƛǘΣ 
actually goes into the world with existing bias. I for instance am 
a cat-lover: readers may have heard me talk of my Beautiful 
Grey Friend in Victoria Quadrant! So if I see an unknown object, 
LΩƭƭ ǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ŎŀǘΦ hƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŘŀǊƪΣ ǘƘŜ 
ΨŎŀǘΩ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ŜƳǇǘȅ ōƭŀŎk refuse bag! This is 
possibly something that makes more sense if we assume a 
larger role for brain bias. Maybe a dog-lover would take the 
plastic bag for a black poodle.  
Are we therefore inventing reality? At a fundamental level, the 
nature of physical reality seems to depend on someone 
observing it, and higher up the scale we seem very prone to 
making assumptions about what we see ς about what is 
objectively out there. This would seem to make the world a 
post-ƳƻŘŜǊƴƛǎǘΩǎ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŀƭ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾƛǎǘΩǎ ŘǊŜŀƳΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ 
other than what we ourselves conjure up!  
This might still be an amusing philosophical riddle, more suited 
to the dinner-table than to the world in general, except that the 
{ŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ΨǎǇŜŎƛŀƭΩ ŀƭǎƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ 
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science. It has been known for decades (and is obvious anyway) 
that human beings are highly social animals. That is, we are 
very vulnerable to group pressure. We also tend to personalise: 
if the source of information is a charismatic and apparently 
trustworthy figure, we will assume the information is true. We 
need the personal element. For instance, I tutor mathematics. 
LŦ LΩƳ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘǊƛƎƻƴƻƳŜtry (usually about as welcome to the 
average teenager as orthodontics!), I find the explanation goes 
far better if I can use as an example the height of an ash-cloud 
on Mount Etna which I photographed myself (see photo). We 
need drama and we need story, which leads onto my final 
point. The most dangerous feature of totalitarian regimes is 
their creation of bogus reality through total control of 
informationix ς a concept that only makes sense in the context 
of actual ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ƘǳƳŀƴǎΩ Ƴŀƴƛpulation 
and of which we are but a part. And that is, or should be, the 
business of religion. It is therefore highly ironic, and most 
unfortunate, that many people outside the major faith 
traditions regard reliƎƛƻƴ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΩ ǎǳǇǊŜƳŜ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ Ŧŀƴǘŀǎȅ 
or flight into unreality. It is a matter of urgency that we are 
honest with ourselves about what could give the secularised 
world this impression. Reality is, without that which intelligent 
species (including some animals!) impose on it ς and thereby 
lies ultimate freedom. Aǎ ǘƘŜ {ŀǾƛƻǳǊ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎΥ Ψ¸ƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ 
ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ŦǊŜŜΩΦ  
The reason totalitarian societies repress and ultimately fail is 
that they cannot keep reality at bay for ever. Reality will 
eventually burst in like a shoot coming up through asphalt! The 
asphalt, standing in for everyday life under the regime, is an 
aspect of reality that cannot be denied but the plant pushing up 
through the asphalt is life, and therefore true reality and ς 
ultimately ς Resurrection.  
Reality simply IS (including, crucially, the personal) ς ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 
the message we need to start with as Christians. God as a 
Super-Being is, sometimes, an appropriate pointer, but not 
what reality actually is. ΨL !a ¢I!¢ L !aΩΣ ǎŀƛŘ DƻŘ ǘƻ aƻǎŜǎΦ 
Even noting the petrol gauge is an example of facing reality ς 
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apparently trivial but by noting it and taking time out to call at 
ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŜǘǊƻƭ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΣ ƴƻǘ Ŧŀƴǘŀǎȅ 
or wishful thinking. Or ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜǎΥ 
people often feel almost as if they have been to Confession 
ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŦŀŎŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǳƴƻǇŜƴŜŘ ΨǊŜŘ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜƪ 
advicex. Arguably when we face reality at any level, from the 
most mundane to the most profound, we face God ς or God 
through Christ.  
Transcendence ς miracle ς Resurrection ς ǿŜΩǊŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ wŜŀƭƛǘȅ 
which is both immediate and eternal, and which is also 
personal which is ultimately why facts on their own make less 
impact than if attached to a personality or to a coherent and 
engaging written narrative. This is one reason why the 
humanities are as important as the sciences, so that exclusive 
concentration on Ψ{¢9aΩxi subjects is an educational red herring 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻǊŘŜǊΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘhe bigger picture. 
The whole of science ς from the study of fundamental particles 
to the study of human consciousness ς is but one level, one 
part of all that is which is taken up in Christ with God.  
Scientism is a sterile dead end at best, and is the blueprint for a 
dystopian exercise in total control at worst. We can do no 
ǿƻǊǎŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƻŦ {ǘ tŀǳƭΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻŘȅ 
of Christ, and of how in the end all that we do is gathered 
together and taken up in Christ. Without reality, science cannot 
function as is clearly implied in the Scientific American articles. 
¢ƘŜǊŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴΣ ōǳǘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŦƛƴŀƭΣ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ 
reality all investigation is, ultimately, meaningless. Somehow, 
science needs to take the next step, which is to dare to break 
out from scientism behind and become holy. Despite some 
appearances, we do not create reality, i.e. God. God creates 
(present tense) us.  
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Notes: 
i As some of you may know, I visited the late Fr Andrew Mills once a 
month at The Willows and Earlfield Lodge care homes from 2014 until 
his death last year. One of his most consistent themes was that the most 
dangerous people on the planet are those who think they know all the 
answers. This is a timely warning from a man of great pastoral 
experience  
ii ¢ǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴΥ Ψ9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǾŀƴƛǎƘŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅΩΦ L ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛǘ ƛƴ Ψ¢ƘŜ ²ƘƛǘŜ 
tƻǿŘŜǊΩΣ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƘƻǊǊƻǊ ǎǘƻǊȅ ōȅ !ǊǘƘǳǊ aŀŎƘŜƴΣ ŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ŀƴǘƘƻƭƻƎȅ ΨDƘƻǎǘƭȅ ¢ŀƭŜǎ ¢ƻ .Ŝ ¢ƻƭŘΩΣ ŜŘƛǘŜŘ .ŀǎƛƭ 5ŀǾŜƴǇƻǊǘΣ CŀōŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
Faber 1952 page 213.  
iii George Musser in: Scientific American for September 2019, page 24 
Ψ±ƛǊǘǳŀƭƭȅ wŜŀƭƛǘȅΩ  
iv If any of my readers used wave tanks during physics practical classes at 
school involving a wave generator at one end, and a thin plastic or 
wooden block with two slits close together in the middle you should(!) 
have noticed a pretty interference pattern at the far side of the block.  
v Gamma rays.  

vi Max Tegmark Our Mathematical Universe, Penguin Books 2014 pp188-
190  
vii ΨaƻŘǳƭƻ пΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀǊƛǘƘƳŜǘƛŎ ōŀǎŜŘ on the remainders left when you 
ŘƛǾƛŘŜ ōȅ пΦ {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜnt to focus on the remainders of a 
division sum rather than the quotient. (Quotient for 
13÷4=3,ὶὩάὥὭὲὨὩὶ=1 ). The same result for 12 divide 4 gives 3 and 
zero. Now, if you add 13 to 21 and are only interested in the remainder 
from the result divided by 4 then this will give zero as 24 divide 4=6 
remainder zero. So under this system 3 plus 1 equals zero! (Take it from 
me for now that there are circumstances under which only the 
remainder is interesting ς ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŀǎƪύΦ  
viii Differential and integral calculus. See me if curious!  
ix A point only too well understood in Soviet Russia, Nazi Germany and 
Fascist Italy ς and by the Trump regime in the USA which makes a 
priority of discrediting professional and truthful reporting. At the very 
end of the second world war in Europe, some of the most fanatical and 
dangerous Nazis were young children aged up to mid-teens. They had 
known no other version of reality than Nazism.  
x See Manna issue 15 for Autumn 2014 page 9 
xi STEM ς Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics   
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Churchill Aca demy 
 

Following the concert at All Saints Church on November 9th the 

following was received. Expressing some background detail and 

insight into why this concert (and all the other nights they have 

spent at All Saints) are so important...... 

 

ñEach year I lose my most experienced singers and have to rely 

on the next Yr 11, 12 & 13 to step up to the mark and lead.  At 

the same time I am always looking to encourage new talent and 

we keep our doors open to Yr 7 starters.  As it happens, I had 

four Yr 7 students join this year and two of them only 4 

rehearsals ago(!!) - they were working very hard to keep up with 

everything but they did a great job last night.  The crucial thing 

about all of this is that these new students are being drawn into 

this exciting world of music making.   

 

Being able to go to such an amazing venue to sing alongside 

their older student role models and the Churchill staff and the 

Trinity Singers and perform in such a high-quality musical 

experience will be something that they will cherish for the rest 

of their lives.  It is these sorts of detail that give me so much 

pleasure and I want you and all your team at All Saints to know 

how much you are a part of this.  Some of these Yr 7 students 

may never have entered a large church like yours before let 

alone perform in such an inspiring place.   

 

However, I know that in just a few years these same students 

will be like the older students they performed with.  The older 

students (who clearly did step up to the mark last night and led 

so well) have experienced the privilege of performing many 

times at All Saints and now look forward to coming back as they 

know how special it is to be in such a placeò. 

 

Once again thank you so much. 

Paul Harrison 
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WHATS ON  
@ Al l Saints  &  St Savi our hall  

 

Saturday @ All Saints 7th December 7.30pm Costanzi 

Consort Christmas concert 

 

Saturday @ St Saviour Hall 7th December 10.30am St 

Nicholas Christmas Bazaar 

 

Sunday @ All Saints 8th December 6.00pm Andrea Monkôs 

pupils Christmas Piano concert 

 
Wednesday @ All Saints 11th December 7.00pm Annual 

Carol Service in support of Somerset Crimebeat Trust. 

 

Thursday @ All Saints 12th December 7.00pm Freemasons 

Annual Carol Service  

 

Sunday Service @ St Saviour Hall  15th December 10.30am 

 

Wednesday Service 10am on 18th December followed by a 

Festive Coffee morning at 10.30am, our final this year. 

 

Sunday @ St Saviour Hall  22nd December 3.00pm Carols 

and Mince Pies. 

And in 2020éé 
Sunday 5th January Epiphany Sung Mass at St Saviour Hall 

10.30am. 

 

Sunday 19th January 10.30am Sung Mass at St Saviour Hall 

 

Sunday 2nd February 10.30am Candlemass at St Saviour 

Hall . 

 

Wednesday 5th February 11am Mass at All Saints followed 

by Fish and Chips at the Atlantic Fish Bar midday. 
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
 

 
 

 

Sunday Dec 22nd  

9.00am Mass 

10.30am Parish Mass 

3.00pm Carols at St Saviour Hall 
 

Tuesday Dec 24 th  Christmas Eve  

11.00pm Midnight Mass and Blessing of the Crib 
 

Wednesday  Dec 25 th  Christmas Day  

9.00am Low Mass 
10.30am Said Mass with Carols 

 

Thursday  Dec 26th  St Stephenõs Day 

10.00am Mass 
 

Sunday Dec 29 th the Holy Family  

9.00am Mass 
10.30am Parish Mass 

 

Sunday 5th  January Epiphany 

9.00am Mass 
10.30am Parish Mass at St Saviour Hall 

 
 



41 

 

 

 

 ITE, MISSA EST 

(Commission) 

 

Sacrifice complete, our obligation done;  

Go in Peace. 
After a mass on Christmas Day 
Carry the child, in eucharis tic validity.  
 
 

Starlight out of darkness; Over a bare stable 

Gleaming, igniting us. Guard that sacred energy! 
Cause itõs Christ-made warmth to shine within our eyes,  
Flashing in our smile. That all the world will see  
Hope, Good neighbourhood and Fellowshi p- Reality! 
 
 

Never Christ has eyes, save ours ð nor hands, nor feet 

Willing to serve Him, at this Bi rthday Festival;  
Neither in an apathetic, hungering world.  
 
 

Pray, in the coming year our faith will incandesce.  

Bearing the Child, let His reflected ambience 
Peace enable, - Love from bounden eucharistic servic e 

 

K.G. 

 

 

(Editor Note: It e, missa est   Normally translated today as òGo, the 
Mass is ended,ó literally means òGo, it has been sent.ó  From this phrase 

we get the word òMassó as well as the word òmissaló.) 
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I wish all my dear friends in Christ, a 
Happy & Holy Christmas and a healthy 
2020 
Val Harcourt 
 
 
 

A Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year to all our friends at All 
Saints  
Ron and Marjorie  
 

 

 

 

Best wishes for Christmas and a 

Happy New Year to all at All 

Saints -w-St Saviour õs.  

Colin 
 
 

Wishing you a peaceful 

Christmas and New Year  

Maria Dengler-Harles 

 

 
Wishing you all a very 
Happy Christmas and 
New Year 
Ray Armstrong  
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Wishing that you and 
yours have a wonderful 
Christmas 

Jan ,  Terry  and 

Steven  
 
  
  

 

Good news from Heaven the 

angels bring, 

Glad Tidings to the earth they 

sing. 

To us this day a child is given, 

To crown us with the joy of 

heaven. 
Martin Luther 

 

 


